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Ukraine receives general recognition at the world beer market

Sensational results of the two largest world beer contests

Brewing Industry International Awards 2004 и World Beer Cup( 2004
Press release

June 2, 2004









Kyiv

Following the World Beer Cup® 2004 Golden Medal Ukrainian beer Weissbier Etalon (for the first time in the history of Ukraine and whole CIS) was acknowledged to be the best in the class of wheat beer also at the Brewing Industry International Awards 2004 – the most prestigious international beer contest, which is held in Europe. On May 25, 2004 during the Festive Ceremony of BIIA awards in London Ukrainian beer TM Weissbier Etalon was awarded with the Golden Medal in wheat beer class.

 “Ukraine advances! First Ruslana creates a furore at Eurovision song contest and now Eastern Europeans win the first place at the Brewing Industry International Awards, which usually belongs to Germans,” notes German newspaper Hamburger Abendblatt. “This beer has rich taste and saturated aroma, it completely corresponds all international demands”, - this was the reason for experts to give the Golden Medal to wheat bread from Ukraine,” characterizes the conclusions of the Brewing Industry International Awards 2004 the most popular newspaper Die Welt. “Ukraine wins beer honors – with German know-how”, that is the title of an article in Dutch newspaper Expatica, pointing its attention at the German origin of Ukrainian wheat beer.

An unprecedented world level success for all Ukrainian brewing business is definitely the evidence of competitiveness of the national beer product at the world market. The highest estimate of the quality of Ukrainian Weissbier from the acknowledged world experts opens brilliant opportunities and gives outlet to the world market for Ukrainian beer and strengthens the image of Ukrainian beer in general in the eyes of foreign consumers. As not only the professionals of beer industry, but also millions of beer lovers all over the world take into account the results of these largest international contests of beer produce.

 “The pledge of such success consists first of all of serious investments into the national production and securing technological process of a real world level,” says Pavlo Rodnin, the president of Ridna Marka Corporation. “Making decision to produce Weissbier Etalon we found ability to invest considerable amounts of money into the regional Radomyshl Beer and Non-Alcoholic Beverages Plant and built there the super modern specialized complex for production of wheat beer, equipping it with the best equipment, technologies and specialists. The result was seen quite soon and the conclusion is evident: a Ukrainian product might not simply correspond to the world quality standards, but also be the best in its class having the proper professional approach!”

Practically simultaneous victory of the beer from an “unusual” producing country at both largest world forums became a rare event in world brewing industry and was treated as one of the main sensations of the year. More than 500 VIP persons of the world brewing industry and mass media representatives were present at London Brewing Industry International Awards 2004 awarding ceremony – and their attention to such Ukrainian “newcomer” which left behind all its competitors in such popular beer category as wheat one, was more than significant and provoked the active interest to all Ukrainian brewing industry in general. “The double victory of German brands in their “native category”* - is a great success, which by no means might be accidental”, “Before this spring, even professionals heard, as a rule, of several beer trademarks from Ukraine, often taking them for Russian ones, now a splash of attention to Ukrainian brewing industry could be forecasted,” such points of view were more than ones expressed by many experts after the second victory of the national Weissbier (* 2 silver and 1 bronze medal of the Contest in the category of wheat beer were given to German producers – which is the historical motherland of Weissbier).

 “It is very pleasant that not only Ukrainian athletes and artists but also Ukrainian products – especially such “significant” for mass apprehension as beer, - are able not just to represent our country worthy in the world but also to win the highest international recognition on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean,” notes Nataliya Belikova, marketing director at Ridna Marka Corporation. “For example, when one mentions such small country as Czech Republic many people draw in their imaginations not only the architectural fairy tale of the Golden Prague or a legendary personality of Wazlaw Gawel, but also the great Czech beer. Such “bricks” create the image of the country. And thus I am sure that it is important that speaking about Ukraine foreigners will remember not only Andriy Shevchenko, Klitschko brothers and Ruslana, but also wheat beer, which earlier associated only with Bavaria or Belgium.”

Brewing Industry International Awards 2004, which was ended on May 25 in London – is the most prestigious international beer contest held in Europe. The Contest was held in Great Britain for the first time in 1886 and nowadays it is deservedly called “Beer Oscar”. This year the Conte4st gathered a record number of its contestants – 822 sorts of beer were represented by brewers from 48 countries. Such unusual activity of beer producers all over the world is explained by the fact that in recent years the criteria for naming the winners of the Contest are not just taste characteristics of a beer product, but also the “commercial progress of a good quality beer”, which gives the Contest a priceless meaning in world beer industry. Experienced brewers, representing Australia, Belgium, Great Britain, Germany, Ireland, Canada, Mexico, Romania, USA, Czech Republic, Finland and Japan, were judging the Contest. Weissbier Etalon was awarded the Golden Medal in Wheat Beer class.

Not less important is also the World Beer Cup® - the largest world professional contest held by the Association of brewers and defining the best beer, produced in the world at present time. Awarding golden, silver and bronze winners of the Contest, representing 81 categories of various sorts of beer, took place in April 2004 in San-Diego, California, USA. The winners of World Beer Cup® 2004 were chosen out of 1,594 species sent by 392 brewery houses from 40 countries. The choice was made by the international panel of judges composed of 93 international experts. The Judges of the Contest represented Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Great Britain, Germany, Denmark, Italy, Canada, Mexico, the Netherlands, Nicaragua, USA, Czech Republic, Finland and Japan. Ukrainian Weissbier Etalon was awarded with the golden Medal in the category South German – Style Hefe – Weissbier (Bavarian Sort Wheat Non-filtered Beer).

“With such diverse list of contestants and winners we may state with confidence, that World Beer Cup® is really an international contest, which is able and has competence to define world’s best quality,” says Nancy Johnson, the Head of the jury of the Contest. “Undoubtedly, the Winner of the Contest may fairly be proud of the fact that he is the producer of one of the world’s best kinds of beer.”

Weissbier Etalon is an original wheat beer, which is produced in Ukraine by Ridna Marka Corporation at Radomyshl Beer and Non-alcoholic Beverages Plant, the specialized complex for brewing wheat beer, which was built and put into operation in October 2003. According to the official Standards of the Contest the Golden Medal is given to the “world class” beer trademark “which is a standard in its class and has certain characteristics of taste, aroma and kind.” Weissbier Etalon is the beer, which is really one of a kind. It is unique in every aspect. Its taste is very soft and dense, wonderfully rich, with a slight sour faint note and pleasant rounded aftertaste. It has unusually high and strong “marshmallow” froth. Its color is dead gold. Such color appears due to the special yeast sediment, which also gives beer its special and unique taste.
Information about Brewing Industry International Awards:
The most prestigious in the world beer contest held in Europe. Judging at the contest is performed exclusively by practicing experts by the so-called “blind method”. All sorts of beer participating in the contest are nominated in 24 different classes (categories of beer. More detailed information about Brewing Industry International Awards is available at www.brewingawards.org.
Information about World Beer Cup:
World Beer Cup is the largest world’s contest since 1996. It is held once in two years by the Association of Brewers. The Association of Brewers is a non-profit educational and trading organization of brewers with headquarters in Boulder, Colorado, USA. More detailed information about World Beer Cup and the Association of Brewers is available at: www.beertown.org
Information about TM “Weissbier Etalon”:
“Weissbier Etalon” is original wheat beer of Weissbier type, which is brewed by “Ridna Marka” Corporation at a specialized “Radomyshl” brewery since October 2003 and poured into bottles and kegs. More detailed information about “Weissbier Etalon” is available at: www.etalon-beer.com.ua 

Information about TM “Ridna Marka”: 
TM “Ridna Marka” was based in 2001 as an “umbrella” trademark for production of different food products joined by one principal characteristics: TM “Ridna Marka” offers the Ukrainian consumers not only high quality products, but also new culture of consumption. To date, “Ridna Marka” corporation manufactures juices and nectars TM “Mriya”, including children’s line of juices TM “Malenka Mriya”, TM “Fruit Beverage Lisova Yahoda” and also original wheat beer TM “Weissbier Etalon”. The strategy of operation of “Ridna Marka” Corporation is based on development of specialized production capacities for each of its brands, on target marketing and building of own distribution network. More detailed information about “Ridna Marka” Corporation is available at: www.RidnaMarka.com.ua
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