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Ukrainian Weissbier Etalon is acknowledged to be the best in the world

Golden Medal World Beer Cup( 2004

In the category South German-Style Hefe-Weissbier
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Kyiv

"Undoubtedly, the Winner of the Contest may fairly be proud of the fact that he is the producer of one of the world’s best kinds of beer".
Nancy Johnson, Head of the jury of the Contest
Ukrainian beer was recognized to be world’s best beer in its category for the first time in the history. Weissbier Etalon, beer belonging to the family of Bavarian Weissbier, produced by Ridna Marka TM was acknowledged to be the best in the category South German – Style Hefe – Weissbier and was awarded with World Beer Cup® 2004 Gold Medal. (www.beertown.org/events/wbc/winners_list/winners_2004.html)

World Beer Cup® is the largest world professional contest held by the Association of Brewers and defining the best beer produced at present time in the world.

Awarding of the gold, silver and bronze winners of the Contest, representing 81 categories of various kinds of beer, was held on April 17, 2004 during the Festive Ceremony in San-Diego, California, US. Awarding the winners from Europe took place on May 5, 2004 in Germany.

This was the first time when such prestigious world brewery award was given to a Ukrainian producer – Ridna Marka Corporation and its youngest brand Weissbier Etalon beer. The winners of World Beer Cup® 2004 were chosen out of 1,594 species sent by 392 brewery houses from 40 countries. The choice was made by the international panel of judges composed of 93 international experts. The Judges of the Contest represented Austria, Belgium, Brazil, Great Britain, Germany, Denmark, Italy, Canada, Mexico, the Netherlands, Nicaragua, USA, Czech Republic, Finland and Japan.

Weissbier Etalon was awarded with the Golden Medal in the category South German – Style Hefe – Weissbier (Bavarian Sort Wheat Non-filtered Beer), leaving many other producers behind including German ones, who received Contest Silver and Bronze Medals in this category. No other beer trademarks, produced on CIS territory ever received the World Beer Cup® Golden Medal, - and in this year Ukraine became the first CIS country and one of the three Central and Eastern European countries (together with Czech Republic and Lithuania), whose beer product was acknowledged to be the best in the world.

“With such diverse list of contestants and winners we may state with confidence, that World Beer Cup® is really an international contest, which is able and has competence to define world’s best quality,” says Nancy Johnson, the Head of the jury of the Contest. “Undoubtedly, the Winner of the Contest may fairly be proud of the fact that he is the producer of one of the world’s best kinds of beer.”

Weissbier Etalon is an original wheat beer, which is produced in Ukraine by Ridna Marka Corporation at Radomyshl Beer and Non-alcoholic Beverages Plant, the specialized complex for brewing wheat beer, which was built and put into operation in October 2003. According to the official Standards of the Contest the Golden Medal is given to the “world class” beer trademark “which is a standard in its class and has certain characteristics of taste, aroma and kind.” Weissbier Etalon is the beer, which is really one of a kind. It is unique in every aspect. Its taste is very soft and dense, wonderfully rich, with a slight sour faint note and pleasant rounded aftertaste. It has unusually high and strong “marshmallow” froth. Its color is dead gold. Such color appears due to the special yeast sediment, which also gives beer its special and unique taste.

Pavlo Rodnin, director of Ridna Marka Corporation commented on the receiving of the high award and noted: “Now we may really be proud of the fact that we brewed a real standard of wheat beer of not just national, but world level. Making decision on production of Weissbier Etalon beer we paid maximum attention to all components of success – we built special complex, invited world famous production engineer, adjusted high-quality raw materials supplies, secured skilled personnel, - and that is why we were confident in the success of our product from the very beginning. Nevertheless, we definitely appreciate such level success as a great honor not for Weissbier Etalon beer and Ridna Marka Corporation, but also for Ukrainian brewery in general.”

Markus Jungblut, the chief production engineer of Weissbier Etalon and expert at Munich Brewery School, says: “I may say today that I am really happy! The fact that Ukrainian Weissbier is acknowledged to be the best in the world is a real sensation, but still it is natural. And being a native born Bavarian, I am proud that Weissbier Etalon, brewed in Ukraine, excelled in its quality even products from Germany, historical Weissbier motherland, represented at the Contest.”

Information about World Beer Cup:
World Beer Cup is the largest world’s contest since 1996. It is held once in two years by the Association of Brewers. The Association of Brewers is a non-profit educational and trading organization of brewers with headquarters in Boulder, Colorado, USA. More detailed information about World Beer Cup and the Association of Brewers is available at: www.beertown.org
Information about TM “Weissbier Etalon”:
“Weissbier Etalon” is original wheat beer of Weissbier type, which is brewed by “Ridna Marka” Corporation at a specialized “Radomyshl” brewery since October 2003 and poured into bottles and kegs. More detailed information about “Weissbier Etalon” is available at: www.etalon-beer.com.ua
Information about TM “Ridna Marka”: 
TM “Ridna Marka” was based in 2001 as an “umbrella” trademark for production of different food products joined by one principal characteristics: TM “Ridna Marka” offers the Ukrainian consumers not only high quality products, but also new culture of consumption. To date, “Ridna Marka” corporation manufactures juices and nectars TM “Mriya”, including children’s line of juices TM “Malenka Mriya”, TM “Fruit Beverage Lisova Yahoda” and also original wheat beer TM “Weissbier Etalon”. The strategy of operation of “Ridna Marka” Corporation is based on development of specialized production capacities for each of its brands, on target marketing and building of own distribution network. More detailed information about “Ridna Marka” Corporation is available at: www.RidnaMarka.com.ua
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